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MANOR PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF MEETING:  January 20, 2026, 7:00 P.M.
VIA ZOOM

Present:  Natalie Belovic (President), Sean Schuck (Development and Zoning), Louise Jones (Secretary), Patrick Hill, Amanda Rosenstock, Elizabeth McAlister, Councillor Rawlson King, Athena Oriet (Councillor King’s office), Erin McKracken (Councillor King’s office)
Regrets:  Diana Poitras (Treasurer, Community Outreach)
Natalie:  The meeting began with introductions and attendance updates.  Amanda is joining the board.  Amanda has lived in MP since September 2023, works for the federal government on the high-speed rail project at Transport Canada and is involved with Ottawa transit riders’, has organized outreach activities, advocates dedicated bus lanes on Bank St.
Natalie the called meeting to order.  Board members introduced themselves to Amanda.
A motion to accept the draft agenda was made by Sean and seconded by Louise.  The draft minutes for April, September, October and November were accepted.  The minutes for 2025 will be sent to Adam Robb to be posted on the website.
The meeting began with introductions, including Amanda Rosenstock, a new board member, and other members sharing their backgrounds and connections to Manor Park.  Natalie proposed moving the regular meeting from Tuesday to Wednesday nights to accommodate members' schedules.  The group agreed to explore this change, with Louise tasked to research available dates. 
Zoning:  Sean provided a brief update on zoning, noting no significant developments.
· The group discussed the FCA's recent questionnaire submission to the city regarding their approach to zoning and community engagement. Sean explained that the FCA aims to be more proactive and collaborative, seeking support from provincial and federal stakeholders to influence zoning decisions. Elizabeth highlighted the challenges faced by community associations in keeping up with rapid city changes and the lack of cohesive strategy among city departments. The group also discussed the councillors stance on zoning, noting that while he supports densification in the core, he has concerns about the city's lack of a cohesive strategy and its impact on communities.
Outreach - Louise volunteered at the Christmas Party (along with Mary H., Mariane V. and Nina L.) at 500 St. Laurent which was well attended.
· The meeting discussed recent murders in Manor Park, with Sean providing details about a police community meeting that addressed three incidents this year, including a gambling-related case on Birch Street, a drug-related case at 500 St. Laurent, and another case on Meadow Park Place. The police emphasized keeping the information local and offered resources such as neighbourhood watches and door cameras. Elizabeth and Natalie discussed past efforts to establish a neighbourhood watch program, which were hampered by lack of city support, and agreed to explore reviving the initiative with community interest.
· The group discussed neighborhood safety and community engagement, with Sean and Natalie sharing experiences of car thefts and break-ins in Manor Park, emphasizing the importance of neighborhood watch and building relationships with neighbors. 
· Elizabeth updated on the outreach committee's activities, including support for OCH buildings like 500 St. Laurent and Yule Co-op, and mentioned plans for a pantry to address food access issues, which Rideau-Rockcliffe Community Resource Centre is looking to organize. 
Crossings – Natalie: next steps, include resending a joint statement to the press and meeting with elected representatives from both Quebec and Ontario sides.
Councillor Rawlson King update: 
· Rawlson provided updates on various community projects and initiatives in the ward.  He discussed recent upgrades to Hemlock Park and planned upgrades to Alvin Heights Park, including new basketball areas, benches, pool deck and change room upgrades, has reached out to MPCC regarding mural.   
· Rawlson also mentioned he is pushing for the implementation of 30 km/h gateway zones across the ward.  Areas in Manor Park East already qualify for this change.  
· Spoke of the project to revitalize Beechwood.  When the preliminary design is completed, they will seek input from the public. 
· He concluded by noting his regular meetings with city winter maintenance teams.  Rawlson discussed the city's winter maintenance priorities, emphasizing that snow removal operations typically take two weeks and follow a hierarchy that includes residential roads, school zones, and BIAs before arterials. Natalie raised concerns about Beachwood's lack of snow removal, particularly given its status as a major bike lane and shopping street, which Rawlson acknowledged and promised to follow up on. 
· The conversation ended with a discussion about a zoning bylaw policy paper that Rawlson's office had circulated, and a brief conversation about potentially changing the community association meeting day from Tuesday to Wednesday, though Rawlson noted scheduling conflicts with other meetings.
Question about St. Laurent study - Rawlson explained that a transit priority measure study along St. Laurent Boulevard between Hemlock and Innes is ongoing but not funded, with the project potentially taking a decade to complete. He noted that community input will be central to the process, which emerged from the Overbrook neighbourhood revitalization program.  Natalie suggested a trial bus lane on St. Laurent Boulevard to improve transit in the underserviced area, but Rawlson expressed doubt about the feasibility of such a pilot program.  Amanda shared a concerning incident where a bus driver drove past a passenger waiting in a bus shelter at Blasdel and St. Laurent, in cold weather, prompting Rawlson to promise to raise the issue with OC Transpo management, as he found the behavior unacceptable.
Sidewalks - The group discussed the sidewalk issue, with Natalie explaining they met with Rawlson and his staff, and a delegation will be formed to speak at the city committee meeting. Patrick raised a question about the MPCA's position on the sidewalk issue, to which Natalie responded that the board decided not to take a formal stance due to divisions among members.  Natalie explained that while some residents support sidewalks for safety reasons, others oppose them due to concerns about maintenance costs and parking. Sean raised questions about the design of streets and sidewalks, noting that current designs may not be suitable for mixed-use areas. The group agreed to remain neutral on the issue, acknowledging the divided opinions within the community.  Amanda noted that the sidewalks were planned for single-family residential areas, neglecting more densely populated areas like London Terrace. Natalie and Patrick agreed to draft a statement acknowledging the complexity of the issue and the need for density considerations, particularly around schools. 
Civil defence program - Elizabeth raised concerns about the lack of a civil defense program in Canada, suggesting this was an important issue for the community association to pursue, particularly given recent geopolitical tensions.
Next MPCA meeting Wednesday February 11.
AGM proposed for April 8. 
Next steps
· Louise:  Connect with Adam Robb to post the minutes from January – November.  
· Sean:  Resend the FCA questionnaire about community engagement to the board
· Natalie: Post Rawlson's zoning policy paper to the MPCA website and send the link in Manor Park email.
· Natalie: Advertise the food pantry donation opportunity once Rideau-Rockliffe confirms the program is going ahead.
· Natalie: .  Draft a statement about sidewalks that addresses density considerations and gaps in sidewalk placement, and circulate to board for comments.
· Patrick: Review and revise Natalie's draft sidewalk statement and the lawyer's letter, then circulate to the board before February 26th committee meeting.
· Louise: Contact Lana at Gaspe to book a room for the AGM on the second Wednesday in April.
· Elizabeth: Write to Michelle to inquire about city civil defense/emergency preparedness programs and coordination.
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