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MANOR PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF MEETING:  February 25, 2026, 7:00 P.M.
VIA ZOOM

Present:  Natalie Belovic (President), Sean Schuck (Development and Zoning), Louise Jones (Secretary), Patrick Hill, Amanda Rosenstock (Transportation), Diana Poitras (Treasurer, Community Outreach), Elizabeth McAlister, Joe McAlister.
Natalie:  The meeting began with introductions and Natalie called the meeting to order.
A motion to accept the draft agenda was made by Sean and seconded by Patick, all in favour.  
A motion to accept the January minutes was made by Amanda, seconded by Sean and approved by all.
Transportation:  Amanda – the group discussed transportation issues in Ottawa, focusing on OC Transpo's inadequate services and aging fleet.  Amanda shared insights from a CBC podcast about the transit system's problems, including the fact that the fleet is 15 years past its useful life and there is a shortage of mechanics.
· Amanda discussed Councillor Plante's letter to OC Transpo requesting bus priority signals and dedicated lanes, noting that St. Laurent Blvd.’s transit priority corridor study has already allocated funding for tactical improvements between McArthur and St. Laurent Station. She expressed surprise that Rawlson King hadn't mentioned this existing funding during previous meetings, and suggested that work could begin before 2046 as planned.  Amanda emphasized the need to engage Councillor King on this issue since it affects shared ridership, and proposed drafting comments to his office regarding the implementation of approved transit priority measures.
· Amanda and Natalie discussed the need to improve transit on St. Laurent, particularly for the 7 bus route, which serves Manor Park and other areas. They considered writing to Councillor Rawlson to advocate for transit improvements, Natalie suggested framing the issue as a transit priority that would benefit the entire city, rather than just one ward. They also noted that OC Transpo issues are a hot topic across Ottawa, with some pushback from downtown businesses regarding federal employees returning to the office.
Environment:  Natalie discussed Mila's potential involvement with the Environmental Committee.  She has been very involved with the community gardens at St. Columba’s.
Treasurer:  Diana will provide a report next meeting. 
Community Outreach: Diana
· Diana shared updates on community outreach efforts, including a collaboration with the Rideau-Rockcliffe Hub and St. Columba’s church for a clothing drive and winter pop-up shop, as well as plans for a dinner for veterans and talks on dementia. The team also addressed concerns about the closure of the Hub's food bank during Christmas, with Diana planning to investigate further and potentially involve local churches to ensure community needs are met.
Other business:
· Patrick shared insights from a Strong Towns meeting, highlighting Rosalind Hill's perspective on gentler forms of neighborhood intensification and the challenges of developing post-war suburbs in Ottawa. 

· The group discussed the importance of burying hydro lines for the successful revitalization of Beechwood, as they impede sidewalk, bike lane, and parking improvements. 

Police-Community Relations Improvement Plan
· Joseph attended a community meeting facilitated by a company gathering input from various groups to develop a plan by 2027. The discussion focused on improving police-community relations, addressing language barriers, enhancing communication methods, and increasing the presence of community officers.  Participants emphasized the need for better engagement, consistency in staffing, and a centralized app to streamline information access.  Joseph suggested that the police prioritize building trust and reporting by residents, while Natalie questioned whether the police budget increase would translate to more community officers.

· The meeting focused on community policing initiatives citywide, with Joseph reporting on a recent ward meeting where the police chief discussed plans for three Chief Inspectors covering different regions. The group discussed concerns about the large size of their ward and the challenges of having split community officer coverage, with Elizabeth suggesting inviting police representatives to future meetings.  Joseph agreed to provide the facilitator's company name to Elizabeth for her city engagement strategy work, and the group agreed to invite police representatives to their AGM.
Zoning and Development - Sean
· The group discussed ongoing zoning and development issues, with Sean reporting that the city has not yet implemented the MPCA comments or changes to the official plan, including incorrect data for Manor Park zoning. They discussed a new private approach bylaw being reviewed by the city, which aims to address driveway requirements while balancing tree canopy and parking concerns. Patrick raised questions about Councillor King's paper on the new zoning bylaw, which Sean noted largely echoed their concerns, while Elizabeth expressed disappointment in Rawlson's handling of the zoning issue, noting he had one of the lowest votes supporting the mayor and failed to address key concerns about parkland and livability in his paper.

· The group discussed concerns about city development practices, including how developers can challenge urban boundaries and the lack of enforceable guidelines. They noted that the city lacks metrics to measure livability, with Elizabeth sharing that the planning department has been resistant to implementing monitoring plans. 

· The group also discussed a new development proposal for a high-rise on St. Laurent Blvd. (1052-1064), with Natalie expressing concerns about traffic and suggesting a partnership with OCH to develop the adjacent property.

FCA – Elizabeth
· The FCA is preparing a response to the city regarding their strategy, not policy, and concerns were raised about the city's public engagement efforts, with Elizabeth noting they are 20 years behind in public management practices. The city's population growth study was criticized for inconsistencies, revealing overestimations by the province and city. 

Sidewalks:  Patrick apologized for not drafting a statement on the sidewalks issue in time for the Manor Park Chronicle, but an update is expected by March 30th when staff will present their sidewalk position to the PWIC infrastructure committee. 
AGM: The group discussed scheduling the AGM for April 22nd and considered inviting a police representative to speak, while Natalie shared that a mayoral candidate reached out to discuss neighborhood issues.
Mayoral Election Planning Discussion:
· The group discussed the upcoming mayoral election, with Natalie noting that several candidates have declared or are considering running, including Mark Sutcliffe, Jeff Leiper, and Neil Saravanamutu. They agreed to conduct interviews with mayoral candidates rather than holding a debate, with community members submitting questions. Patrick was tasked with gathering questions from community associations. 

Next steps
· Louise:  Send email to Councillor King with questions from Natalie and Elizabeth to get response before next meeting.
· Amanda:  Draft letter to Councillor King's office about transit priority measures on St. Laurent (Segment 3), tactical improvements, and funding already allocated.
· Louise:  Book April 22nd for AGM at Gaspe.
· Louise:  Follow up with Joe McAllister to get the names of the police contacts to invite to AGM.
· Diana:  Write checks for FCA and CAFÉ memberships and prepare treasurer’s report for next meeting.  
· Joe McAllister:  Find and send the name of the facilitation company to police services meeting to Elizabeth.
· Natalie:  Distribute the development application link for St. Laurent Boulevard project (near Queen Mary) to all board members. 
· Louise:  Send note to Councillor King asking to set up time to connect with Natalie and Sean to discuss St. Laurent Blvd. (1052-1064).
· Natalie:  Bring up the idea of interviewing mayoral candidates (instead of debate) to Beechwood Village Alliance.
· Patrick:  Work on mayoral candidate interview project committee if it moves forward.
· Patrick:  Work with Natalie to draft position statement on sidewalks issue after city staff report is released.
· Board members:  Give thought to engaging speaker for AGM.
· Natalie:  Follow up with Michelle at Councillor King's office about sidewalk report and distribute to board when received.
Councillor King was unable to attend the meeting, he sent these notes in advance:
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Manor Park Community Association meeting - Feb. 25, 2026
Updates from Councillor Rawlson King

Manor Park RMA report

The Manor Park RMA Report is scheduled to be considered by PWIC on March 30, though the
report is not yet public. Once released, Councillor King’s office will circulate it. Regardless of the
report’s specific recommendations, Councillor King intends to introduce a motion requesting a
more holistic planning approach for the remainder of the project, with a focus on design details,
connectivity, and addressing missing pedestrian links where sidewalks are most functional and
appropriate. This request would likely require additional funding and be considered as part of
the 2027 budget cycle.

The report may recommend adjustments to originally proposed sidewalk locations, such as
shifting sidewalks to the opposite side of a street or removing them from certain segments to
better support broader connectivity objectives, including links to the school and major routes
such as Hemlock and St. Laurent.

Councillor King’s earlier deferral enabled staff to explore additional options, policy
considerations, and how neighbourhood input can be reflected as the project moves forward;
however, staff may still recommend that elements of the project proceed, including some
sidewalk installations.

Beechwood Avenue Public Realm

Work is progressing on the Beechwood Avenue Public Realm Plan, which will guide future
improvements to sidewalks, cycling facilities, lighting, trees, and public spaces. An online public
engagement initiative launches in March and residents and businesses are encouraged to
participate.

Beginning with a functional design study, the project will transform Beechwood Avenue into a
complete street, integrating transportation improvements, green infrastructure, and placemaking
to create a more unified and accessible corridor.

The study is informed by detailed traffic and safety analysis and is examining options such as
protected intersections, improved sightlines, cohesive lighting, street furniture, bus stop
integration, and potential opportunities to bury overhead hydro.

The functional design is scheduled for completion in late summer 2026, with $1.5 million
secured in the City’'s 2026 budget to advance the detailed design.





Vanier BIA community meeting

The BIA-led community meeting will take place in April, featuring a presentation by the
Executive Director, with Board members available to meet with attendees.

The April timeframe reflects the Board’s annual planning in March and may involve budget
considerations, as the BIA prepares for spring and summer 2026 programming.

Local businesses may attend, subject to availability. Date, time, and location are still being
finalized. The meeting is expected to take place at a local business or potentially in an unleased
retail space.

City staff are assessing whether the timing can align with next steps following the online
engagement for the Beechwood Public Realm Plan.

Transit motion

Councillor King recently brought a motion to Transit Committee in response to ongoing OC
Transpo reliability issues, including peak-period cancellations, long gaps in service, and “ghost
buses,” which have worsened in recent months.

Riders are sharing with us that they can’t rely on real-time information, are missing work start
times, and are losing trust in the system.

One key issue Councillor King raised is that Councillors’ offices are often not informed about
temporary or recurring trip cancellations, which limits our ability to support residents.

As a result, OC Transpo has been directed to improve communication to ensure Councillors’
offices receive advance notice of service cancellations, recurring route issues, and significant
schedule changes.

Staff will also report back on how real-time service information is managed and what
improvements are being made to ensure cancellations are reflected accurately and sooner.
Three-stream park waste diversion program

Following a request from Councillor King, City staff have confirmed the City’s three-stream park
waste diversion program is expanding to Manor Park.

Manor Park has been prioritized for implementation beginning in 2026, with installation targeted
to begin as early as this spring. Further details will be shared with the MPCA as the installation
period approaches.





The following image highlights the four locations (marked with red dots) where the new
three-stream receptacles will be installed.

Manor Park

@ 3 stream bin locations - 4 Rideau-Rockcliffe - Ward 13

Originally launched as a pilot project, this waste diversion initiative features large black, blue,
and green bins for garbage, recyclable materials, and organic waste. Each receptacle includes
clear, image-based signage to help park users properly sort their waste. An image of the bins is
below.

Councillor King is pleased to see this important environmental initiative expanding within the
ward.
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