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DRAFT MINUTES
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
May 13, 2025 @ 7 P.M.,1805 Gaspé
Present:
Natalie Belovic, Louise Jones, David Goldfield, Assma Basalamah, Janice Seline, Mary Hickman, Tony Stikeman, John Forsey, Susan MacLeod, Rawlson King, Eugenie Waters, Caroline Cain, Jamie Malboeuf, Chantal Hurtubise, Claire Woodside, Litsa Papaflanusopoulu, Mona Fortier, Natalie Ethier, Gisele Forsey, Cristina Trevisan, Elizabeth McAllister, Rick Eisert, David McNulty, Teresa Bissonnette, Janice Seline, Alan Rebane, Mark Smith, Diane Saelsale, Mary Hickman, William Thomas, Chantal Jauvin, Sebastien Graissert, Darlene Rodda, Tom Rodda, Michael Patrick, Dennis Beard, Claude Lefrancois, Sheila Coyne, Ryland Coyne, Frank Koller, Amanda Jackson.
Welcome
· Natalie welcomed everyone in English and French, included a land acknowledgement to First Nations.
· The Manor Park Community Association (MPCA) is a not-for-profit corporation established to promote and articulate the interests of the residents of Manor Park and works co-operatively with civic organizations and other public or community associations to ensure responsible community planning and development and to promote our wonderful community life.
· Also acknowledged our MPCA partners:  from Rideau Rockcliffe Community Resource Centre and MPCC. 

Political Representatives

Mona Fortier, MP for Ottawa Vanier Gloucester
· Happy to be present, noted she collaborates with her provincial and municipal counterparts (Lucille and Rawlson) regularly.
· Attended the meet and greet during the federal election (also at Gaspe), great to discuss local issues including high cost of living, lack of affordable housing, food insecurity, noted they were successful at launching National School Food Program.
· Other achievements of previous government: cut taxes for middle class, stopped consumer carbon tax.
· The proposed Kettle Island Bridge is very concerning, current proposal not working for Ottawa Vanier Gloucester, does not deal with issues on the Ottawa side, risks bringing in more trucks, adding to congestion, doesn’t remove trucks from downtown, puts burden on communities already dealing with congestion.
· Helped secure $18 million annually over 10 years to modernize OC Transpo, expand the LRT, and deliver 350 electric buses.
Question: Traffic congestion, any bike share program? Rawslon King replied there are discussions about bike sharing/ bike rentals in urban corridor – stay tuned.
· For Wateridge Village looking at building Coop housing using land from the base.
Amanda Jackson for Lucille Collard (MPP Ottawa Vanier).  Lucille is in Toronto at Queens Park.    
· Read message from Lucille, grateful for support in the last election.  
· Health issues, lack of family doctor, long waiting times in emergency.  Helped secure funding for new Nurse Practitioner clinic in Ottawa Vanier.
· Advocating for common sense solutions to license and educate more doctors, nurses.
· Improving integration of immigrants, enhancing recognition of health, education, and engineering credentials.
· Priorities include:  providing for well-funded public schools, a serious approach to climate change, and measures to make housing more affordable. 
Rawlson King, City Councillor.  Brief report, key issues:
· Collaborates with Mona and Lucille, they meet every month to share information.

· As part of the 2025 City budget process, City Council approved $400,000 for a functional design study of Beechwood Avenue to be conducted in 2025.  Will pay for planning and design work and examine: complete sidewalk replacement from the Vanier Parkway to Beechwood Cemetery, sidewalk renewal from Beechwood Cemetery to St. Laurent Boulevard, burying hydro lines and/or the removal of hydro poles on the right of way, and opportunities to realign and complete the cycling track. 
· Next steps:  Councillors King and Plante will coordinate a design walkabout with the project manager and design team; would like representation from all Community Associations and the Beechwood Village Alliance; want to ensure all voices are heard.

· Councillor King will host an information session on the City's Draft New Zoning Bylaw for Rideau-Rockcliffe community associations and residents; scheduled for June 4 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at 1805 Gaspé Avenue. The focus will be proposed changes in the New Zoning Bylaw impacting corridors, hubs and neighbourhoods; will include a presentation and map review led by Fotenn, followed by an opportunity to sit with planners from Fotenn for more detailed, one-on-one discussions. Residents are invited to register in advance on Councillor King's website and through his newsletter, however drop-ins are welcome. 
· Details: www.rideau-rockcliffe.ca/ward_13_information_session_draft_new_zoning_bylaw_june_4

· Ottawa recently unveiled its draft Transportation Master Plan Update, which will shape how we move around our city for decades to come; we need a transportation network that is flexible, dependable, safe and efficient. The Update outlines two networks: the Needs-Based Transit Network, identifying all projects needed by 2046, and the Priority Transit Network, focusing on the highest priority projects within budget constraints.  Councillor King has requested that the roads surrounding Manor Park Public School, as well as key roads that connect students from the east side of Manor Park to the school, be considered for sidewalks earlier than originally planned within the Transportation Master Plan Update. 

· A decision regarding sidewalks as part of the Manor Park infrastructure renewal project has not yet been made; there will be additional community consultation to ensure residents have the opportunity to provide input. Consultation will include:
· A Manor Park-wide survey about the possible addition of sidewalks on neighbourhood streets; the survey will be conducted by the councillors’ office and the results will be shared with City staff. The goal is to consider all aspects of this issue, including accessibility, safety, neighbourhood character, and interconnectivity.
· It will also include a second public consultation session, to take place in June. Details are currently being finalized, final decision will be made by September 2025.
· There will be an information package outlining the upcoming infrastructure work in Manor Park, including a 10-year forecast.  A map illustrating proposed sidewalk locations and how a connected sidewalk network could be built out over time.  Clear information about what saying “yes” or “no” to sidewalks would mean for future planning in Manor Park.  It’s important to note that under City of Ottawa policy, sidewalks are typically included in infrastructure renewal projects approved by Capital budget

· There is a plan for public engagement regarding the Kettle Island Bridge however this has been delayed due to elections. Public Services and Procurement Canada is the lead on the project and the NCC has a supporting role with consultation and providing performance criteria on how it would look and function. The public engagement process is expected to begin in June and July depending on the direction they receive from the new federal government.

Questions:
· Can we see survey question before sent out re: sidewalk?  Yes.  Need to know advantages and disadvantages of sidewalks.  Need to know rationale, holistic planning. There will be an informed package to know advantages/disadvantages of yes or no.
· Sidewalks cost? Yes. When we have integrated water sewer, sidewalks are installed for accessibility and connectivity.  
· Will proposed sidewalks on London Terrace and near school be impacted?  No
· Timeline – no timeline until decisions made.
· Accessibility - Chantal pointed out that she cannot use her walker without sidewalks, need to think how lack of sidewalks impacts people with disability issues, need connectivity to transit.
· Burying overhead cables with project?  No, this comes from the capital water/sewage budget.  Hydo has own budget.  But in the event of complete revitalization (for example, Beechwood) burying cables would be considered.
· Key to go to zoning meeting to know impact of increased density.

AGM Business
· Who can vote:  anyone living in Manor Park can vote, one person per household.
· Approval of agenda for AGM, moved by Jon Forsey, seconded by Eugenie, approved by all.
· Approval of last year’s AGM minutes, moved by Mary Hickman, seconded by Sheila Coyne, all in favour.
· There are vacancies on Board, we welcome anyone interested, to contact Natalie. We meet the 3rd Tuesday of the month on zoom.  
Proposed board for 2025-2026
President – Natalie Belovic
Vice President - Vacant
Past President - Elizabeth McAllister and FCA Liaison
Secretary – Louise Jones
Treasurer - Diana Poitras
Transportation & Safety - Vacant
Interprovincial Crossings - Vacant
Community Outreach – Diana Poitras
Environmental Sustainability - Eugenie Waters
Planning and Zoning – Sean Schuck
Security – Natalie Ethier
· Motion to accept new board proposed by Assma, seconded by Mark Smith, approved by all.  
Treasurer’s Report - Louise:  
· Started year with 9.6K in bank, ended year with 6.7K.  Spending on outreach, insurance, memberships in Federation of Citizens Association (FCA), Community Associations for Environmental Suitability (CAFEs). Need to raise funds; in the past would raise money through the dinner dance, community garage sale – now run by MPCC.  Last year, received donations ($410) at the AGM and plant sale.
· Vote to accept the year-end financial statement as provided, moved by David Goldfield, seconded by Eugenie, all approved. 
. 
Volunteers:   Natalie thanked all the volunteers who have worked on projects, led committees and/or worked on committees,
Currently use Listserv, Facebook and the Chronicle to post information.  Would like to set up a blue-sky account, need help with communication.
Committee Reports:
· Environment – Eugenie, involved in many projects:
· Compiled and submitted feedback to the NCC on the Sir George-Etienne Park Plan.
· Ongoing advocacy for remediation of the wetlands and field conditions at London Terrace Park and adjacent NCC lands.
· Advocacy for pedestrian and cycling infrastructure improvements along the Hemlock/Beechwood corridor.
· Led the Butterflyway Project and involved over 50 participants (many residents, a few condo and apartment buildings and 1 small business)
· Seedling and plant giveaway and info table at MPCC garage sale.
· Organized multiple invasive species removal events at four sites across Manor Park engaging youth groups and many community volunteers. Provided a total of 4 winter sowing events (2 classes at Polaris School; Scouts; Cubs).
· Progress and ongoing collaboration with Foret Capital to build and maintain a Native Plant Garden adjacent to their tree planting sites
· Replanted the entry pollinator garden at 1805 Gaspe.
· Hosted an Ottawa Wildflower Seed Library event at St. Columba Church
· Organized and ran a well-utilized free wood chip mulch pile at 1805 Gaspe from May-October.
· Another successful year supporting community food gardening with the gardens at 500 St Laurent and at St Columba.

· Community Outreach – Mary Hickman presented/(Diana Poitras chair)
· After many years of service, Mary is resigning from the board.  Natalie thanked Mary for all her hard work over the years.
· Busy year, 2 COVID and flu vaccination clinics held at 500 St. Laurent and Yule Coop.  Thanked Peter Barreiro, pharmacist at Beechwood Whole Health Pharmacy and Mariane Van der Jagt for their help.
· Back in 2018 we reached out to Rideau Rockcliffe Resource (RRRC) advocating for need in the neighbourhood.  Now have great relationship and are part of city funding for 500 St. Laurent and Yule Coop and Thompson St. seniors’ residence.  Provide funds for special events and weekly programming.  Helped build community gardens and youth soccer team at Yule Coop.
· Also had great support from St. Columba’s.
· Thanked RRRC which had made a big difference and also to resident leaders, Elizabeth McAllister and the rest of the team.
· Governance – Assma
· Natalie thanked Assma for her hard work; she is also stepping aside.
· Our papers are in order under Ontario legislation; to become federally incorporated and we will update province when done so.
· Security – Nalalie Ethier
· MPPS school drop-off/pick-up zones.
· Sidewalk extensions on London Terrace and Mart Circle.
· Neighbourhood Watch Anyone?
· Proposed a WhatsApp to keep track of issues/concerns.

· Crossings – John Forsey, needs chair
· Getting the Federal government to prove the “demonstrated need” for a 6th crossing
· Bringing more communities on boards as this is a crossing issue, not just a Kettle Island Bridge issue and definitely NOT just a Manor Park Issue
· There is a strong and generous committee of members from several communities, but we need a chair-coordinator.
· John thanked Ralwson, Mona and the Chronicle for updates on bridge, encouraged by what has been said.
Transport committee – needs chair.  Priorities include:
· Road renewal city project monitoring.
· Reopening of Hemlock from Wateridge Village.
· St. Laurent and Hemlock intersection.
· Five corners intersection.
· 7 bus route:  not transit friendly, unreliable.

Zoning - Natalie
· Huge push to intensify, could be jarring changes to community, important to attend zoning meeting on June 4th at Gaspe.
· On a 60x 90 lot with new changes could have 6 unit building and no parking.  Likely see more semi-detached buildings with basement units. 
· Most of Manor Park is designated N2 (where could see 6 units on one lot).  Some N3 designations which could see up to 10 units.
· Important to be aware of zoning changes which could impact MP.

Questions:  Are zoning changes a given? There are areas of concern, including height.


President - Natalie
Happy to have the support of all committee members, a lot of work, very rewarding.  Need volunteers in key areas, if interested, please contact Natalie.
Eugenie moved to adjourn meeting at 8:37, seconded by Darlene Rodda, all in favour.
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