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MANOR PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF MEETING:  September 16, 2025, 7:00 P.M.
VIA ZOOM

Present:  Natalie Belovic (President), Sean Shuk (Development and Zoning), Eugenie Water (Environment), Louise Jones (Secretary), Rawlson King, Athena Oriet (Councillor King’s office), John Gomes, Erin McKracken (Councillor King’s office)
Regrets:  Diana Poitras (Treasurer, Community Outreach), Elizabeth McAlister (FCA)
Natalie:  The meeting began with introductions and attendance updates
· The draft agenda was approved by all.
The group discussed a letter from the Wateridge Community regarding support for public housing residents. Eugenie expressed concerns about the timing given recent budget cuts and hiring freezes, though she supported the concept.  Rawlson shared that the city had been working with the community association on an Auditor General report about supportive housing disconnects, and noted that the Prime Minister's new affordable Housing Agency might provide opportunities for funding. The group agreed to support the letter, with Rawlson and others expressing optimism about the potential for policy change and addressing housing challenges across the city.
· Natalie will cosign the letter, connect with Roxanne.
Councillor Rawlson King update: 
· Rawlson announced that the final draft of the new zoning by-law has been released and will be presented to the Joint Committee and City Council in December. He emphasized the need for stronger transition zone guidelines between established neighbourhoods and higher density areas, citing the 47 Beachwood Avenue redevelopment as an example of gaps in the planning framework.  Rawlson also mentioned plans for a white paper on the by-law and a potential community meeting hosted by the Vanier BIA to discuss developments in the area. 
· Eugenie:  Will there be protected bike lanes on Beechwood?  Was assured there will be a continuous raised bike path in front of the new development; there is a need for something safe and continuous. 
· Sean:  Sean raised concerns about errors in the final draft regarding the Manor Park Estate Secondary Plan, which Rawlson acknowledged and said they would address before releasing the position paper.
· Rawlson’s office forwarded a note on the traffic impacts for the coming weekend’s Army run, Natalie posted it on listserv.   A mailout is not possible with Canada Post issues.
· Eugenie – sidewalk decision alludes to future impact studies, biking assessments, adjacent areas will need more studies, what does deferral mean?  Rawlson discussed a deferral of a sidewalk project in Manor Park rather than seeking cancellation, explaining that while there was community resistance to some controversial installations, the deferral allows for a more comprehensive examination of transportation impacts in conjunction with planned land use changes.  He expressed concerns about the current TMP being more of a list of projects rather than a holistic plan, and emphasized the need for better data and community input before proceeding with any changes. The specific timeline for the deferral remains unclear pending staff feedback on required interventions.
Environment:  Eugenie – Nothing major to report.  Eugenie updated the group on ongoing issues with London Terrace park's wetlands and drainage problems affecting the park's usable space. Michelle reported that the NCC remains unresponsive about addressing the water issues on their land, despite recommendations from Rideau Valley Conservation Authority.  Natalie suggested bringing up the NCC's inaction at the next advisory committee meeting regarding the Kettle Island Bridge Corridor, as this committee is meant to address mitigation issues around the corridor.
· St Columba community garden went well this summer, cleanup next weekend.
· Same at 500 St. Laurent and no complaints this year regarding community mulch pile, very well utilized.

Outreach:  Regarding basketball court space, they explored alternative options including St. Martin Church on Dunbarton and Richelieu Park, as the requested location doesn't have permanent nets?   Can talk to Stephanie Plante.

Zoning:  Sean – Sean has reviewed some of the new zoning bylaw, issues with Manor Park Estates Secondary plan have not been fully implemented, heights are higher than what was approved in the document and there is no reference to the secondary plan.  One thing they did was protect secondary streets behind major roads.  Sean will attend the FCA meeting tomorrow.   Sean and Natalie will meet and draft a letter to send with our concerns.

President:  Natalie - The group discussed their position on a proposed bubble by-law, with Eugenie and Natalie expressing concerns about its potential impact on protests and existing laws.
Crossings:  Natalie (need for a director).   Natalie provided an update on the Crossings Committee, noting that Gatineau is now supporting their efforts and that they are working to question the need for a new crossing, as OCT has no capacity to add transit lines in the area.  A fundraising boat cruise event has been planned for June 14th to raise awareness about preserving the green space. 
· Are doing a lot behind the scenes, question the need for this crossing or any new crossing. 
· Will not be any transit line on the bridge, just cars and trucks.  
FCA - Elizabeth has resigned from the FCA board.  There is the need for someone to participate and liaise with us on the FCA.
Need to recruit more people to come and participate in the MPCA. 
John:  good to see concerns with adjacent neighbours.  First MP school council meeting tomorrow.  Have seen fewer issues with drop off/pickup so far.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:04, next meeting October 21, 2025.
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