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MANOR PARK COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
MINUTES OF MEETING:  January 21, 2025 7:00 P.M.
VIA ZOOM

Present:  Natalie Belovic (President), Louise Jones (Secretary), Eugenie Waters (Environment), Sean Shuk (Development and Zoning), Mary Hickman, Rawlson King, Erin McCracken, Ariel Oriet, Elizabeth McAllister (Past President),

Regrets:  Diana Poitras (Treasurer, Community Outreach) 

Natalie opened the meeting.  
· Councillor Rawlson King update: 
0. Concern with the integrated renewal project (Kilbarry/Braemar/Ava/Jeffrey/Arundel/Finter).  Rawlson plants to meet with planning and infrastructure to look at alternatives, alternative traffic calming solutions, other priorities, how this fits with OPA and future development. Perhaps put sidewalks on hold.  Rawlson wants a holistic discussion.   After this meeting we would get an update and perhaps invite staff to MPCA meeting.
0. Zoning bylaw meeting will be set soon, hopefully February.  Hoping to have Rosaline Hill (architect) to help facilitate the meeting, visualize what new zoning will look like.
0. London Terrace Park – will set up a meeting with all concerned, including NCC to see where the project is at.  Eugenie would like to know why NCC has backed out.  Key to settle soon as there are timelines and grants to apply for.
0. Reduced speed to 30 kilometres in gateway speed zones for 2035.  Looking to send comments to staff, keep pressure up.
0. Eugenie shared a document (see below) she prepared on the need for sidewalks on Eastbourne from St. Laurent to Braemar and New Glasgow Crescent.  Rawlson and staff will take the document and share with city planners– there is a need for short-term and permanent solutions. 



1. Move to approve agenda from Mary, seconded by Eugenie, all in favour.
1. Move to approve minutes from December, Eugenie has asked for a change, which has been made.  Seconded by Mary, accepted by all. 
1. Treasurer – Diana unable to attend meeting, discussion deferred.
1. President
4. Natalie has paid fees $40 for FCA membership renewal.  
4. She has spoken with Assma about changing our incorporation from provincial to federal.  Assma says there is the need for clarification between MPCA and MPCC.  Natalie has reached out to Assma to see if this can be done.  
4. Attended the Ottawa Board of Trade meeting which included an address from the mayor.  Concern with impact of federal job cuts.

1. Community Outreach – Mary for Diana.   
0. The community development funding has come through, split with Yule, senior’s residence and 500 St. Laurent.  Question if Giovanni Coop should be included – will reach out to Mijanou Gravelle.
0. There will be an article in the next chronical about the 2 vaccination clinics.
0. Attended a cancer screening clinic at Yule coop.
0. Will pursue painted up mural.
1. Environment – Eugenie:   
1. Christina Keyes has applied for invasive species grant, with which they will be able to purchase tools to loan out to help with invasive plant removal.
1. FCA – Elizabeth
2. Discussion on insurance - should MPCA be paying 2000 for insurance?  Should we apply for special insurance – will reach out to Andrea Poole for assistance.
2. Looking at renoviction issue.
2. Set up a committee to look at visitor welcoming centres, goal to bring people together.
2. Zoning bylaws – still very contentious.  Discussion on missing middle (31%), includes side by side, row housing, concern that adding more and more units to smaller lots with little greenspace, no parking.  They have recommended community parking lots until better transit options, but not sure if that’s the best solution.
2. Councillor Leiper has a calculator that shows how many units could go on a lot, the city has refused to post it on website.
2. Delegation of authority with height increases and group homes passed.
2. Concern that planners won’t allow retail or community space in new buildings, would like to see small businesses included.
2. Working on issue of metrics, monitoring, key goal is a more liveable city, but no way to measure.  “15 minute neighbourhood”, many cities have measures, was a paper written in 2022, what amenities are needed.
1. Development - Sean has 3 concerns:
3. Goal is walkable neighbourhood but new plan doesn’t promote this.
3. Converted R4 zones to N3 - higher heights.
3. Local businesses in buildings will not be seen in buildings bigger than 4-6 stories.  Need provision for small/medium developers.
3. Alot of upscaling.

1. Bridge – Natalie
4. Kettle Island bridge was included in fall economic statement.
4. Strategized with the core working group, will keep monitoring the situation.
.
1. Schools – Natalie
5. Lyra Evans had hoped to come to the meeting.  Recent changes proposed to bring French immersion to all schools, will help bring kids back to neighbourhood schools, would impact MPPS.
1. AGM will take place April 15, via zoom.  May ask Rosaline Hill to attend.
1. Park – late question from Erin regarding Alvin Heights Park.  Forestry wants to know if we want a honey suckle planted or a shade structure built.  Concern is that the tree may not fare well, it would be important to protect the tree and reach out to ensure it is not disturbed, add cage to protect it.  Perhaps put in 2 trees in the short-term and look at the feasibility of putting in a shade structure later.

1. Meeting adjourned 8:47.   Next meeting February 18.
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Sidewalk issues near MPPS-2.pdf
Areas for priority sidewalk improvements in Manor
Park

1) Eastbourne Ave between St. Laurent Blvd and Braemar

Rationale: This is a heavily walked route for people going to/from the bus stops on St. Laurent
Blvd and for children and families walking to/from Manor Park Public school.

There is a high volume of cars travelling in both directions along this portion of Eastbourne.
There are always many cars parked on both sides in addition to the strip of approx 12 parking
spots in front of Manor Park Estates townhomes mid-block that is dangerous for pedestrians (as
cars are frequently backing out).

With snow banks and parked cars on both sides makes the road a single lane, yet two lanes of
traffic still attempt to navigate it while pedestrians are going to and from school. Sometimes cars
honk at pedestrians even though they have nowhere else to move to. Traffic is within 3 feet of
pedestrians.

Eastbourne Ave looking west:
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Eastbourne Ave looking east:

Quotes:
“l basically have to walk down the middle of the street on Eastbourne in the winter, and
frequently “pull over” into the ice/snow to let cars/buses pass. It is quite stressful!” - RW

“l have walked my children to and from school for possibly far too long to ensure they are visible
to traffic. It is nearly impossible to see children around parked cars let alone with snowbanks
too. [...] Often we step between parked cars when a school bus drives by because they scoot by
within 3 feet of us! When you add a row of parked cars on each side of the road, and traffic in
both lanes, simply tripping (or winter slipping) while walking would mean someone is getting hit
by a car. Sometimes traffic even honks at pedestrians.” - NE

Potential interim solutions:
- Consider removing parking on one side of the street to improve visibility, or at least a
winter parking ban along there.
- Using concrete pin-curbs make a temporary ‘sidewalk’ along the north side of
Eastbourne Ave (see precedent below, where this strategy is used for a short sidewalk
segment on Braemar Ave adjacent to Manor Park Public School).





2) Glasgow crescent sidewalk

Rationale: The end of the sidewalk on the east side of Glasgow is poorly defined, snow plows
miss it or don’t plow it well (photo A), vehicles often block either side of it when they are parking
on the street. Where pedestrians are supposed to cross and walk on the south-side of Glasgow
crescent, the sidewalk is often also poorly defined and often blocked by parked vehicles (photo
B). Where the sidewalk is adjacent to the Manor Park Estates parking lot mid-block, there is no
clear definition between road / sidewalk / parking lot, so cars sometimes park on the sidewalk
(photo C).

Map for context - yellow line is where sidewalk is:
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Photo B - Example of vehicle blocking the end of the sidewalk, where pedestrians are supposed
to cross Glasgow Cres to join the sidewalk on the other side. Often there are multiple vehicles
parked here, making it very dangerous and reducing accessibility.

Photo C: Sidewalk along this section has no curb so it is unclear where the boundary is between
the sidewalk and the street. This sometimes leads to cars parking partially on the sidewalk,
leading to safety and accessibility challenges. In the photo, the sidewalk is much better defined

than usual due to the plowed snow!!






Quotes:

‘it is often impossible to push a stroller over the snow piles/around cards due to poorly defined
sidewalks. There are so many families walking several kids and using strollers along there. | still
use the trailer, and sometimes end up just using the road instead of the sidewalks because even
the big trailer wheels can’t make it over the snow piles that block the sidewalks.” -RW

“Glasgow is severely congested at school drop off in the morning with U-turns and navigating
kids and school busses. The sidewalks are bumpy asphalt, not cement and not as accessible.
The sidewalk jumps across the street with no over-the-street walkway? Its very strange and very
patronizing and placating.” - NE

Potential interim solutions:
- Implement no-street parking where the sidewalks end and pedestrians need to cross
Galsgow
- Add some paint / flex-posts / signage to indicate that this is a pedestrian crossing
- Can concrete pin-curbs be added to delineate the sidewalk / street along the north side
of Glasgow crescent, to prevent cars from parking on the sidewalk

3) Intersection of Glasgow & St. Laurent Blvd - inadequacy of the stop signs

-Stop sign often obscured by trees when heading north, and it is in the direct line of the sun
when driving south and very difficult to see.

-Cars are constantly blowing through this stop sign when driving both directions.

-A crosswalk here would be extremely valuable given the high volume of kids crossing from the
east to west sides of St Laurent to go to school.

Quote: “I have very little confidence in drivers respecting these stop signs and we’ve had
numerous interactions with people who drive right through this intersection without stopping. It's
a super dangerous spot.” -BK





4) Braemar Ave ‘temporary’ sidewalk example - using concrete pin-curbs to delineate pedestrian
space.

This strip of functional sidewalk is winter-maintained, and year-round it provides pedestrians
with a brief reprieve from having to share the road on this busy section adjacent to the school. It
would be ideal if it continued to the 5-corners intersection, at the very least. Nonetheless, it is an
example of an effective intervention that is low-cost and can theoretically be implemented

Summary - this is how parents feel walking their children to MPPS along these two routes
(illustration by Swedish artist Karl Jilg, commissioned by the Swedish Road Administration,
depicting the magnitude of land we have surrendered to cars in areas "designed with
pedestrians in mind")
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