
SGEC Park Plan Comments - June 2024 
 
 
 

The Manor Park Community Association (MPCA) strongly supports the ultimate goal of the draft 
SGEC park plan “to recognize and realise the beauty and intrinsic value of the Ottawa River 
waterfront and to optimise public access and park use in ways that ensure accessibility, 
animation and responsible environmental stewardship for generations to come.” We agree with 
the planning principles outlined on page 33 and appreciate in particular the emphasis on 
maintenance and enhancement of ecosystem services, climate change resiliency (including 
carbon sinks), climate adaptation with flood management design, a focus on universal design 
and accessibility, equity and inclusion and the emphasis that the park remains in the public 
realm.  
 
As a community immediately adjacent to the SGEC parkway with many current and future 
residents who gain tremendous benefit from proximity to the river and the NCC lands, we are 
disappointed with such a short period for consultation on the draft plan from May 23rd until June 
6. Many people, including ourselves, only became aware of the release of the draft plan on May 
27 or 28, leaving us only 1 week to distribute the plan to neighbours, read the 100+ page 
document and provide input. We do understand that there will be further opportunities to provide 
comments as specific nodes and project details become implemented and we would ask the 
NCC to provide a longer public consultation period for our community to provide our input as 
implementation takes place. 
 
That being said, here are comments and feedback that we wish to emphasise: 
 
 

 Strongly support shifting the role of the parkway from a vehicular commuter route to a 
riverfront park access route through measures described in the draft plan. Very pleased 
to see strong focus on improving active use pathways, connectivity, safety and crucial 
accessibility improvements throughout the park such as public washrooms, water 
fountains and rest areas. 

 
 

 Thrilled with the proposal for a new gateway roundabout or intersection modification at 
the intersection of SGEC parkway and Aviation parkway to reclaim greenspace, slow 
traffic speeds on both pathways and improve pathway and parkway users’ experience 
(walking, running, cycling, skiing, sightseeing and accessing the many recreational and 
cultural facilities).  This is an opportunity to improve sightlines, increase this area as a 
tourism hub (with both the Aviation museum and the RCMP musical rides close by) and 
provide more pop-up open air facilities year-round. We appreciate the NCC prioritising 
this as a valuable tourism and neighbourhood resource that benefits from the 
connections to both the Parkways and the Pathways. We know the tremendous value 
and potential of this public space and are pleased to see no indication that an 
interprovincial truck route and bridge is considered for this area in the park plan.  

 
 

 Urge the NCC to implement the proposed improvements to key pedestrian parkway 
crossings to increase active user comfort and safety as quickly as possible. In particular 
we suggest that an improved pedestrian parkway crossing at Birch Avenue be of 



top priority, given that it is a primary active transportation route for people coming from 
Manor Park, Vanier and beyond, and it links to an OC Transpo route #7 bus-stop 
connecting to both Rideau  and St. Laurent Stations - which offers the NCC an easy way 
to promote a transit connection to the River House. From Birch/Sandridge it is a 6 
minute bike ride (Rack and Roll option) and an approximately 20 minute walk (in a 
beautiful natural setting).  There is a covered bus stop and NCC/OC Transpo could 
partner to add a full height Bus Stop Ad: promoting the River House and the proximity 
from this route and bus stop. An improved pedestrian crossing and increased awareness 
of a public transit stop nearby at Birch/Sandridge will also alleviate some pressures that 
the Parkway is experiencing currently in this area - providing alternative options for 
people to reach the River House. 

 
 

 Manor park residents will greatly benefit from improved active transportation and 
recreational connections to the west including the proposed “Capital Pathway 
experience” between the Rideau Canal Ottawa Locks 1-8 and Rockcliffe Park and to the 
east including the proposal for a new multi-use pathway on the north side of the parkway 
east of Marina Road to P27 along with the two new proposed pedestrian crossings over 
Green’s creek.  

 
 

 In regards to alternative transportation we are happy to see the explicit shift towards 
options like a park shuttle. We are delighted to know of the new Water Taxi service at 
the NCC Riverhouse operating this season and look forward to increasing emphasis on 
innovative and sustainable transportation modes throughout the SGEC park lands.  

 
 

 Agree that parking is planned and managed in the least intrusive and most 
environmentally sensitive manner and request that there is no net increase in land used 
in redesigning parking in the SGEC park.  

 
 

 Manor Park benefits from some wonderful recreational facilities and hubs, such 
as  ONEC, whose programming has been a valuable community asset for many years. 
We hope that an agreement can be negotiated between ONEC and the NCC so that 
they can continue to operate so close to our neighbourhood. The NCC River House 
does not reflect its true history for over a century without this key organisation. In the 
same vein, we encourage you to work with 1805 Gaspe, our community hub, and the 
Manor Park Community Council, to find opportunities to connect this property directly 
with the NCC pathway network and to be used for public events. We see no need to add 
any event space or other buildings to Mile Circle when multiple other large event spaces 
exist in close proximity including the RCMP grounds and the Aviation Museum. 

 
 

 Mile Circle is an incredible asset for local residents and those who visit the area. Having 
this urban meadow - with wide open space so close to the downtown provides a unique 
experience that is unmeasured in other dense, hardscaped urban environments.  The 
value to psychological, spiritual, mental and physical health that comes from these 
greenspaces is high and with the NCC improving accessibility and mobility along the 
Parkway, more people will benefit from this area.  It is used for walking, cross-country 



skiing, snowshoeing, firefly-watching, field naturalist explorations, birding, wildflower 
appreciation, artistic endeavours (sketching, photography), wide views of the air balloons 
lifting off from Gatineau, star & moon gazing and other unique experiences you can only 
enjoy from a long uninterrupted view to the horizon. We urge that this space be 
preserved and remain undeveloped.  

 
 

 MPCA is pleased that the SGEC Parkway Plan provides recognition of the ecosystem 
services and value of this natural area along the Ottawa river and that it highlights the 
importance of increasing the tree canopy along with the protection of remarkable trees 
and the need for improved vegetation management. Valuing these assets from a climate 
change mitigation and adaptation perspective allows these natural areas and the 
enhancement of these areas to be prioritised as this plan is implemented.   

 
 

 Any new landscaping in the implementation of this Plan should be designed exclusively 
with native plant species (great example at the new River House!) and this needs to 
work hand in hand with a management plan for invasive plant species (i.e. Buckthorn, 
Manitoba maple and Dog strangling vine) for the health of the riverfront.  We would ask 
that the NCC consider more proactive strategies, including a focus on opportunities with 
both formal NCC maintenance crews and community volunteers.  We applaud your 
recent work with Foret Capital Forest along the Aviation parkway. 

 
 

 The MPCA supports improving biodiversity and local habitat through the “creation of 
additional pollinator sites, meadow habitats and wooded areas.”  We appreciate the 
focus on habitat creation that should include strengthening all layers - stratifications in 
various habitats rather than simple tree planting without consideration of understorey or 
base layers that strengthen the resilience of well functioning habitat.   

 
 

 The Air Base Woods is one of the only 10 ha woods in Ottawa that is relatively 
untouched.  At 10 ha, a forest can offer some “interior forest” habitat that supports 
unique species.  This small forest is adjacent to a water resource (the Ottawa River) 
which adds to its value for both migrating bird species and all local species (bird, reptile, 
etc).  Protection should be increased and the NCC should consider creating a shrub 
transition zone to help maintain the biodiversity and resiliency of this remaining 10 ha 
forested area. We do however, support the residents of Wateridge needing a direct 
access to the SGEC Parkway and waterfront for active transportation year round and 
that the NCC should also consider providing safe crossing opportunities at this juncture. 
It is unclear to us at the time of writing, exactly what the plans are in regards to this but 
will state that Wateridge residents at the far east end of the development would unlikely 
wat to ride or walk all the way across to join the SGEC via the Aviation Parkway access. 

 
 

 It is key to support rare species and plant monitoring and MPCA would like the Air Base 
Woods to be recognized as a valuable Climate Sink that should be protected and remain 
as undisturbed as possible. We are concerned with the suggestion to “establish official 
pathways through this area and remove unofficial pathways” in order to better protect 



ecological significance of the area. Is this a proven method that will guarantee better 
protection?  

 
 

 Regarding the Blair Road Boat launch, MPCA agrees with the policy proposal to 
“Improve design of the node to assist in the proper functioning and use of the site with 
minimal impact on the significant surrounding natural environment.”  We want to 
emphasise the need to NOT expand parking in this area and instead facilitate other 
transportation means - shuttle, improved bike access and bike parking, etc. We also 
agree with increased recreational opportunities at the Blair Road Boat launch as 
suggested (i.e. provision of rental kayaks, paddle boards etc. along with washroom 
facilities). We also hope that a solution that works for all can be arrived at with the yacht 
club like the importance to achieve one with ONEC. 

 

In closing, we wish to thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on the Draft SGEC Park 
Plan and we look forward to having more time and greater opportunities for consultation as 
specific projects and improvements are planned for the SGEC Park.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Natalie Belovic 
MPCA President 
 


