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Ottawa Transportation Plan Update 

Comments of Manor Park Community Association 

Summary 

The Manor Park Community Association (MPCA) is generally supportive of the 2021 Transportation 

Master Plan, Part 1 Policies (TMP), the New Mobility discussion paper prepared by IBI Group, and the list 

of City of Ottawa Active Transportation Projects (ATP) We agree that the City’s transportation policies 

must address climate change, advance the City’s equity goals, and respond to emerging travel trends 

and technologies.1 Key points from our comments are as follows: 

1. Funds should be diverted from vehicular transportation to active transportation and transit. 

There should be a moratorium on adding vehicle lanes to existing roads, except in very 

limited circumstances. 

2. The City should advocate a solution related to the interprovincial movement of people and 

goods that is based on current data and sound engineering principles. It should resist an a 

priori decision that a sixth crossing is required. Building new vehicular lanes is inconsistent 

with the thrust of the TMP, whereas improvements in interprovincial transit and active 

transportation will reduce GHG emissions. Interprovincial goods movement is a more 

difficult problem to solve. The status quo of heavy vehicles travelling along the King 

Edward/Rideau/Waller/Nicholas (KERWN) corridor is unacceptable. But spreading the 

problem to other communities is not a solution. Other solutions, such as those mentioned in 

the National Capital Commission’s (NCC) Long-term Integrated Interprovincial Crossings 

Plan, should be further studied. 

3. The Official Plan envisages significant densification within the inner urban transect, including 

Manor Park. This can only be successful if there is a considerable improvement in transit and 

active transportation infrastructure in this transect. 

4.  In the case of infill development, the Transportation Impact Assessment (TIA) guidelines 

need to be changed to address not only the impact of a specific proposal in isolation, but 

also the aggregate effects of intensification along a corridor. 

5. MPCA supports investment to make it safer for pedestrians and cyclists to cross busy roads. 

Of particular concern within the community are St. Laurent Blvd. and Hemlock Rd. 

6. Rapid transit needs to be expanded within the core and inner urban transects, which will 

experience considerable intensification. Safe cycling and pedestrian access to all LRT 

stations is required. 

 
1 TMP p. 112 
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7. St. Laurent Blvd. north of Hemlock Rd.  and Hemlock Rd. should be designated as “access” 

streets, not “flow and capacity” streets. 

8. Construction of protected intersections and the elimination of “floating” cycling lanes to 

accommodate right-turn lanes should be the minimum design standard during road 

renewal. 

9. Traffic signal optimization needs to consider the needs of pedestrians and cyclists as well as 

vehicles. This includes the elimination of red-revert traffic signals. 

10. MPCA is concerned about the lack of enforcement of current truck routes. In particular, 

Hemlock Rd. is not a designated truck route and yet is used multiple times per day by heavy 

trucks moving between the core and the eastern industrial suburbs. 

11. Curbside parking should be discouraged through pricing measures and control of available 

spaces in order to encourage more sustainable modes of transportation and to free up curb 

space for more beneficial uses, such as wider sidewalks, separate cycling lanes, benches and 

patios. 

12. MPCA supports encouraging active transportation for school trips. Consultation with 

provincial authorities to harmonize school size, design and location impacts with 

environmental, health and intensification goals is needed. Delivery and pick-up of students 

via private vehicle at Manor Park Public School results in safety concerns for those students 

and parents that are using active transportation and for students using school buses. 

Introduction 

The MPCA Is pleased to provide its comments on the Dec. 2021 draft of the TMP, and the ATP. 

Manor Park is an established neighbourhood within the inner urban transect. It is bounded b y the 

Ottawa River to the north, Aviation Parkway to the east, Montreal Rd. to the south and the Notre-Dame 

and Beechwood cemeteries and Birch Ave. to the west. The neighbourhood is diverse, with a variety of 

housing types from detached single-family homes to high-rises, and significant variation in family 

incomes. Many residents2 live well below the poverty line and a high proportion of the population 

consists of seniors.  A portion of the community has been designated in Annex A to the TMP as a Priority 

Neighbourhood. The neighbourhood was developed primarily in the decade following the Second World 

War, with later intensification as former quarries were replaced by high-rise and mid-rise apartments 

and some-low rise apartments were replaced by stacked townhouses and dense freehold structures. 

 As the City has expanded to the east, traffic pressure within Manor Park has increased due to 

commuting traffic from more easterly residential suburbs and nearby employment nodes, such as the 

Montfort Hospital, CMHC and la Cité Collegiale. The Wateridge community will greatly increase 

transportation pressures in the area, particularly once Hemlock Rd. is reopened east of Aviation. 

Considerable intensification is also proposed within Manor Park, notably with the redevelopment of the 

Manor Park Estates, for which an Official Plan Amendment3 has been filed. Notwithstanding the current 

and proposed density in Manor Park, the area is currently not well-served by transit. The closest LRT 

station to Manor Park Public School (in the centre of the community) is 4.0 km and no BRT routes are 

closer. Transit service to the St. Laurent Station and to the downtown core is provided via regular bus 

 
2 According to the 2016 census, 31% of residents live below the poverty line 
3 See https://devapps.ottawa.ca/en/applications/D01-01-21-0003/details 
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routes that are unreliable due to the lack of transit priority measures and the need for buses to share 

narrow streets with private vehicles. 

TMP Policies 

• Theme 1 Shift to Sustainable Transportation 

 

MPCA fully supports the requirement for a major shift in Ottawa transportation emphasis from 

car-oriented travel to more sustainable transit and active transportation4, consistent with the 

Official Plan (OP) “Big Move” that the majority of trips in 2046 will be made using sustainable 

transportation modes. However, transportation now contributes 44% of Ottawa’s greenhouse 

gases5 and 74% of trips in 2016 were made by automobile6. The City has declared a climate 

emergency7, but more than words are required; the City must take strong action and align its 

budget to deliver on environmental priorities. The TMP is critical in this regard.  

 

Moreover, pollution from internal combustion engines poses considerable health risks for 

Ottawa residents. Studies have shown that it correlates with increased likelihood of dementia 

(already at epidemic proportions), increased breast cancer, asthma, and non-asthma respiratory 

symptoms. Also, results demonstrate that even low levels of traffic‐related air pollutants are 

linked to atherosclerotic plaque burden, an association that may be partially attributable to 

pollution‐induced diabetes mellitus. It has also been related to hypertensive disorders in 

pregnancy, thyroid disease, psychiatric disease and a host of other disorders.8 

 

Consistent with Policy 1-1, significant investments will indeed be required9 in transit, active 

transportation and resilience measures. People choose to use private vehicles because it is 

currently much more convenient for them to do so. Only by investing to greatly improve the 

convenience of more sustainable transportation modes, will we be successful.  But these 

investments must be financially sustainable. Budgeting sufficient funds is the key indicator of 

political will. A major source of funding for these investments should be in the form of diversion 

from automobile-based capital projects. There should be a moratorium on the addition of 

vehicular lanes on existing roads. More automobile capacity merely induces demand, and in the 

end provides no benefit for anyone.  

 

As noted in Policies 1-2 and 1-3, climate resiliency must also be addressed. Of particular concern 

is the need to preserve and augment the urban tree canopy. This is more than a TMP issue; it is 

an OP issue. Destruction of mature trees in the guise of intensification is not acceptable. In 

addition, aggressive tree planting is required on City-owned property. Consistent with the need 

for an increased emphasis on active transportation, winter maintenance of sidewalks and 

 
4 TMP p. 5 [The transportation network must] be sustainable such that fuel consumption, vehicle emissions, safety, 
congestion, and social and economic access do not cause harm to current or future generations. 
5 TMP p. 9 
6 TMP p. 16 
7 TMP p. 14 
8 E-mail Richard van der Jagt, MD, FRCP to Coun. Rawlson King May 5, 2020 
9 TMP p. 9 
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cycling routes is essential. MPCA supports the protection of the larger ecosystem in the planning 

and construction of transportation projects (Policy 1-5). In particular, Ottawa is fortunate to 

have the NCC Greenbelt, which should not be treated as a convenient route for building new or 

widened roads. 

 

MPCA supports the transition to clean vehicle technologies, consistent with Policy 1-4. The City 

should encourage the use of electric vehicles by electrifying its own fleet. We applaud the City’s 

recent attempt to involve communities in selecting appropriate locations for charging stations.  

While conversion to electric vehicles is necessary, it is not sufficient. MPCA notes that even with 

a 100% clean vehicle mix, issues of congestion and safety will remain. 

 

• Theme 2 Equitable Transportation System 

 

MPCA supports the creation of a more equitable transportation system, which would greatly 

benefit many Manor Park residents. Accordingly, we support the four policies consistent with 

this theme. Facilitating transit or active transportation safety and convenience is particularly 

important for those who do not have access to automobile use for reasons of economic and 

physical disability. We understand that for some there is really no alternative to transportation 

by private vehicle, but making things easier for people who can and want to choose sustainable 

transportation ultimately also benefits those who must, or choose to, continue to use private 

vehicles, due to the overall reduction in private vehicles. We also note that relatively 

inexpensive measures, such as segregating cycling lanes with more than a painted line, would 

have a major impact on the number of active transportation users. 

 

• Theme 3 Advance Regional Competitiveness 

 

MPCA believes that the problem of the movement of people and goods across the Ottawa River 

in the National Capital Region must be framed as: ‘what can be done to ameliorate the 

shortcomings and negative effects, without simply moving these negative effects to other 

communities?’  We concur that heavy vehicles are inherently incompatible with many land uses, 

creating noise, air pollution and safety concerns10 and that Priority Neighbourhoods suffer a 

disproportionate share of noise and air pollution.11  Studies must be based on recent data and 

sound engineering principles, without an a priori decision that a sixth crossing is required. 

 

Consistent with the need to reduce GHGs, the problem of interprovincial movement of people 

would be best addressed through improvements in interprovincial transit and active 

transportation. MPCA supports Policy 3-1 and believes that both capital investments (e.g. a 

downtown transit loop) and operational improvements (increased interoperability between STO 

and OC Transpo) are needed. Interprovincial goods movement is a more difficult problem to 

solve. The status quo of heavy vehicles travelling along the KERWN corridor is unacceptable. But 

merely spreading the problem to other communities is not a solution. The Oct. 25 2021 draft of 

 
10 TMP p. 29 
11 TMP p. 24 
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the NCC’s Long Term Integrated Interprovincial Crossings Plan12 stated that a sixth crossing 

would divert at most only 15% of the heavy trucks from KERWN. In the Jan. 10 2022 draft of the 

Plan, the 15% figure was deleted without explanation. A claim was added that a new crossing 

would remove heavy trucks from the KERWN corridor, but only if coupled with municipal truck 

bans13. In this regard, the Ville de Gatineau - Schéma d’aménagement et de développement 

révisé (2015) includes the action to work with regional partners to maintain freight 

transportation on the KERWN corridor in Ottawa in the event of a crossing being built in the 

eastern part of the region.14  

 

There is no possible route within the urban boundary that would not despoil existing residential 

communities and/or valuable and sensitive greenspace.  A new vehicle crossing would also 

induce demand and increase congestion in the City. In short, a new vehicle crossing at any 

location would have negative impacts on Ottawa.  

 

Specifically, there has been no justification to build a sixth interprovincial crossing at Kettle 

Island and the associated conversion of the Aviation Parkway into an expressway and heavy 

truck route. This route would threaten the Nature Conservancy of Canada’s reserve of Kettle 

Island and the green space along the south shore of the Ottawa River, a major bird sanctuary. 15 

The Aviation and Space Museum, Rockcliffe Airport, the RCMP Musical Ride stables, the 

Montfort Hospital (whose imaging equipment would be impacted by vibrations) would all be 

negatively impacted.  Finally, a new crossing at Kettle Island would not solve the harmful health 

and safety impacts of heavy trucks on the KERWN corridor, but rather spread them to numerous 

additional communities within Ottawa. The Aviation Parkway is bounded on at least one side by 

a Priority Neighbourhood for its entire length.16 

 

While MPCA supports Policy 3-2 and the need for all levels of government to cooperate in 

finding a solution to the problem, we believe that the City should follow Mayor Watson and 

actively oppose a new vehicle crossing. The City should advocate for other possible solutions put 

forward in the NCC’s draft interprovincial transportation plan, for example, the downtown 

tunnel that a study funded by the City and Ontario has determined to be feasible17.  

 

MPCA supports initiatives to create streets that are for people, not merely conduits for cars. 

Accordingly, we support Policy 3-4. Not mentioned in the Actions is the need for planning staff 

and Council to enforce OP and Secondary Plan requirements for retail space at ground level on 

traditional main streets. Allowing proponents to build purely residential units or thinly disguised 

“live/work” spaces will deaden these streets and make them less attractive as a destination for 

 
12 Long-Term Integrated Interprovincial Crossings Plan for the National Capital Region, Oct. 27, 2021 draft p. 27.  
13 Long-Term Integrated Interprovincial Crossings Plan for the National Capital Region, Jan. 10, 2022 draft p. 36 
14 Long-Term Integrated Interprovincial Crossings Plan for the National Capital Region, Jan. 10, 2022 draft p.20 
15 185 species have been identified near the Rockcliffe Airport. See 
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L2290176?yr=all&m=&rank=mrec 
16 TMP Annex A 
17 See https://ottawa.ca/en/parking-roads-and-travel/transportation-planning/completed-projects/downtown-
ottawa-truck-tunnel 
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pedestrians and cyclists. Travel to big box stores by private vehicle will increase unless small 

retail is supported in City policies and regulations. 

 

• Theme 4 Respond to Change 

 

MPCA supports monitoring and responding to changing travel patterns. (Policy 4-1). We urge 

the City to collate and make public the data it collects. This would include, for example, the data 

gathered by all the cycling traffic sensors in the City. MPCA also notes that the purpose of the 

TMP is to create policies to achieve where we want to be, not necessarily react to where we are. 

So, for example, current vehicular congestion on a roadway should not automatically trigger a 

road widening, as induced demand would preclude long-term improvement and moreover 

would not be effective for non-recurring sources of congestion.18 A response to the congestion 

more consistent with Theme 1 would be to improve transit in the area. 

 

MPCA supports the use of Transportation System Management (TSM) measures as a way to 

enhance transportation efficiency without increasing vehicle lanes (Policy 4-3), and shared 

mobility options to reduce personal vehicle use (Policy 4-4). With respect to the latter, the City 

must regulate carefully to avoid negative effects, such as inappropriate placement of shared 

mobility devices posing a hazard to pedestrians and cyclists, and increased congestion due to 

fare-cruising. For example, designated docking and charging stations for shared-use e-scooters, 

similar to those used by bike-share programs, could significantly alleviate the clutter and danger 

that abandoned devices create. 

 

• Theme 5 Use Transportation to Support the City we Want to Build 

MPCA supports the use of best practices in transportation development (Policy 5-1). Specifically, 

the OP envisages significant densification within the inner urban transect, including Manor Park. 

This can be successful only if there is a considerable improvement in transit and active 

transportation infrastructure. We agree that continuing to add general purpose vehicular 

capacity to accommodate peak travel demand is unfeasible at the scale needed.19 

As an example, the TMP suggests that pedestrian crossings should be provided approximately 

every 200 m on arterial and collector roads.20 Hemlock Rd.  has been designated in the Official 

Plan as a Minor Collector. It is residential on the north side and bounded by the Beechwood 

Cemetery on the south side. Hemlock is subject to heavy traffic volumes (including heavy trucks 

despite the fact that it is not a designated truck route) and speeding on the straight segment 

between Birch Ave. and St. Laurent Blvd., which is approximately 800m long. There is no 

pedestrian crossing on this segment of Hemlock, despite several requests by MPCA to install a 

crossing at Thornwood Rd. so that transit passengers on the eastbound OC Transpo Route 1721 

 
18 TMP p. 37 
19 TMP p. 45 
20 TMP p. 43 
21 Route 17 is currently suspended due to COVID-related route changes. 
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may safely cross between the transit stop and Manor Park Public School/the northwestern 

portion of the community. 

MPCA agrees that Transportation Impact Assessments (TIAs) should identify and mitigate any 

impacts on the transportation network resulting from development,22 but, a TIA for a new 

greenfield subdivision and for an infill project should not be the same.  In the case of infill 

development, the guidelines need to be changed to also address the aggregate effects of 

intensification along the entire corridor. For example, the Beechwood/Hemlock corridor has 

recently, and will continue to be, transformed by a number of intensification projects. Each 

proponent has filed a TIA that shows that the incremental impact of its specific development is 

within the TIA guidelines. However, the aggregate impact of intensification on a narrow, twisting 

roadway (Beechwood Ave.) that is not amenable to transit priority measures is not addressed 

under the current guidelines. Action 5-5B should be modified to take into account intensification 

development, not just large new greenspace developments. 

• Theme 6 Maximize Walkability 

MPCA supports the encouragement of walking as a mode that is equitable, healthy, and has 

minimal environmental impact. Within lower density portions of Manor Park, most streets do 

not have sidewalks and this is generally supported, provided that adequate safety measures are 

maintained. In some cases, a lack of sidewalks creates major safety issues. MPCA is pleased that 

some, although not all, of these cases have been addressed in the list of Active Transportation 

Candidate Projects. 

MPCA supports investment to make it safer for pedestrians and cyclists to cross busy roads 

(Policy 6-4), such as St. Laurent Blvd. and Hemlock Rd. Of particular concern are the lack of 

crossings on an 800m stretch of Hemlock23  and the intersection of Hemlock and St. Laurent 

where the right-hand turn lane on eastbound Hemlock and the poor sightlines make pedestrian 

crossing on the west side of St. Laurent inconvenient and dangerous. Consideration should be 

given to elimination of this right turn lane thereby (I) improving pedestrian safety, (II) 

eliminating the “floating” eastbound bicycle lane and (III) providing space for the missing 

westbound cycling lane immediately west of the intersection (also consistent with Policy 7-324). 

MPCA supports the enhancement of walkability through non-safety measures, such as shade, 

greenery and seating (Policy 6-7). We are concerned that intensification goals may conflict with 

this policy, as new buildings are built to the lot line and mature trees are removed. The city 

needs to track tree canopy at the neighbourhood level against its goal of 40% tree cover.  

It is not acceptable to cut down a mature tree that has provided much-needed shade with a 

sapling that may not survive in the urban environment and in any case would require decades to 

regenerate the lost shade.  Much-needed winter maintenance (spreading salt) can cause 

premature death of street trees. The City should study methods, such as raised tree structures, 

to mitigate this. 

 
22 TMP p. 50 
23 See comments above under Theme 5  
24 TMP p. 70 
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• Theme 7 Develop a Great Cycling City 

 

MPCA supports the expansion and improvement of the City’s cycling network, and in particular 

addressing the missing links that exist throughout the City (Policy 7-1). We support adding 

cycling facilities as a condition of new development along arterials and corridors. This policy has 

been implemented for some, but not all redevelopment along Beechwood Ave., even though 

Beechwood forms part of a crosstown bikeway. We note that considerable improvements to 

safety and attractiveness of existing cycling lanes adjacent to parking lanes can be achieved at 

low cost by relocating the cycling lane to the curb and placing the parking lane adjacent to the 

live vehicle lane. 

 

We realize that the need for cycling facilities far outstrips currently-budgeted resources.  

Decisions regarding the priority of additional cycling facilities versus automobile-related 

infrastructure must be made. To date, expenditure on the latter has far outstripped that on the 

former. A full cost analysis of increased investment in active transportation would need to take 

into account the savings to taxpayers in road maintenance and health care costs.  

 

MPCA supports measures to improve cycling safety through design and construction standards 

(Policy 7-5) and improved maintenance (Policy 7-7). Of particular concern on existing routes are 

at-grade catch basins, which tend to shift in freeze-thaw cycles, resulting in potholes that force 

cyclists into vehicle lanes. We support the implementation of jug-handle25 approaches for cyclist 

left-turns, noting that the existing jug-handle at Hemlock and Beechwood allows a safe cycling 

entrance into Manor Park from the urban core. 

 

MPCA supports the expansion of the winter-cycling network (Policy 7-8) to reduce vehicle use 

during the winter season, amendments to the zoning bylaw (Policy 7-9) concerning bicycle 

parking in new developments, safety and promotion of cycling (Policy 7-10), and enhanced 

cycling information, all of which encourage bicycle usage and reduce auto traffic. Enhanced 

cycling information will also allow the City to use evidence to drive policy. With regard to 

automated counters, currently the City website provides data only a limited number of counters. 

Data for all counters should be posted. 

 

• Theme 8 Expand and Improve Transit 

 

MPCA believes that an efficient, safe and convenient transit system is critical to accommodate 

increased density and reduce private vehicle usage. LRT Phase 1 has provided a rapid transit 

core, and LRT Phases 2 and 3 and the Baseline BRT will improve service to outer suburbs, 

thereby reducing the number of private vehicles in the core and inner urban areas. However, an 

efficient transit system must be more than a suburban rail system, and further investment (with 

assistance from higher levels of government) will be required (Policy 8-1). Rapid transit needs to 

be expanded within the core and inner urban transects. These are the areas that will experience 

the most intensification and are characterized by narrow rights of way, making BRT and even 

 
25 TMP p. 74 
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transit priority measures difficult to implement. In particular, as part of this TMP the City should 

investigate how rapid transit links may be implemented along (or under) two corridors: Bank St. 

between Parliament Station and O-train Line 2 and Rideau St./Montreal Rd. between Rideau 

Station and Blair (or Montreal) stations. The latter corridor would provide rapid transit access to 

La Cité Collegiale, the Montfort Hospital, and employment nodes CMHC and NRC. 

 

MPCA agrees that additional vehicle lanes should not be built in close proximity to rapid transit 

facilities (Policy 8-2). To do so would induce private vehicle demand and run counter to the goal 

of encouraging sustainable transportation modes. We also support measures to increase the 

attractiveness of transit to City residents (Policy 8-3), including by increasing the walkshed and 

bikeshed around transit stations (Policy 8-4). A priority, as stressed by our neighbours in 

Overbrook, should be to improve pedestrian and cyclist access to the St. Laurent Station. 

Currently, there is no safe cycling access from any direction and safe exterior access by 

pedestrians is non-existent. Current access is only via private property (the St. Laurent Centre) 

and requires crossing private roads and/or parking lots. 

 

It is essential that transit capital expenditures and operations reflect evolving conditions (Policy 

8-5). The increase in working from home will likely extend beyond the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Other factors are at play. Ottawa’s transit system has been designed to bring workers living in 

the suburbs to employment int the downtown core. But the federal government has chosen to 

move employment nodes (e.g. DND and RCMP) to the outer suburbs.  In addition, intensification 

has greatly increased the number of residents of the downtown core and inner urban transects 

and this trend will accelerate as a result of the recently-adopted Official Plan. 

 

• Theme 9 Provide Safe, Multimodal Streets 

 

MPCA supports the emphasis shift from moving vehicles to moving people through the gradual 

implementation of Complete Streets throughout the City and in ensuring that measures are 

taken to provide adequate access for pedestrians and cyclists during construction (Policy 9-1). 

 

MPCA understands the need to differentiate between “access” and “flow and capacity” 

designations for streets (Policy 9-2) but believes that most streets within the core and inner 

urban transects should be designated as “access”.  In particular, we are concerned that St. 

Laurent Blvd. north of Hemlock and Hemlock Rd.26 be designated as “access”, even though they 

have been designated as a Corridor and Minor Corridor, respectively, in the OP.27 

 

MPCA supports Policy 9-3 and Policy 9-4 and agrees that new roads and road widenings should 

be reserved for select circumstances28. Not only do such expenditures require significant capital 

and run counter to the need to reduce GHGs, they are ineffective in the long-run in improving 

transportation, since the short-term facilitation of vehicle use will induce demand and quickly 

lead to more congestion.  

 
26 See comments above under Theme 5 
27 MPCA opposed these designations in its comments on the draft OP 
28 TMP p. 94 



10 
 

 

Traffic signal optimization (Policy 9-5) needs to consider the needs of transit riders, pedestrians 

and cyclists as well as vehicles, as is now the case in Europe.29 The appropriate metric is “person 

delay” not “vehicle delay”. Adequate crossing time for pedestrians, including those with 

disabilities, is required, and waiting time at busy crossings, such as where NCC MUPs cross 

arterial roads should not be excessive. MPCA supports the call of many cycling groups to 

eliminate “red-revert” traffic signals. MPCA supports measures to improve safety in 

neighbourhoods through traffic calming (Policy 9-6), increased road safety measures (Policy 9-7) 

and reduced speed limits (Policy 9-8). Construction of protected intersections (Policy 9-9) and 

the elimination of “floating” cycling lanes to accommodate right-turn lanes should be the 

minimum design standard during new construction and road renewal. 

 

• Theme 10 Manage the Curb, Parking and Movement of Goods 

 

Our society depends upon the efficient movement of goods. However, heavy trucks pose 

considerable safety and health concerns when they transit neighbourhoods. Measures to 

encourage the use of smaller vehicles for goods movement in urban areas should be encouraged 

(Policy 10-1). 

 

MPCA agrees that the current situation of heavy interprovincial trucks in the downtown core is 

unacceptable and we, and neighbouring communities, will fight strenuously to prevent the 

construction of a new crossing that would spread the problem to Aviation Parkway.30  

 

MPCA also has concerns about the lack of enforcement of current truck routes. In particular, St. 

Laurent Blvd. north of Montreal Rd. and Hemlock Rd. are not designated truck routes and yet 

are frequently used by heavy trucks moving between the core and the eastern industrial 

suburbs. Enforcement is virtually non-existent. One means to alleviate the problem would be to 

reconstruct the intersection of Hemlock and St. Laurent to eliminate the eastbound right-turn 

lane and install bollards, making it difficult for large vehicles to navigate the intersection. Some 

improvement may also be gained through clear and well-placed signage, with through-truck 

prohibition signs on St. Laurent Blvd. northbound at the Montreal Rd. intersection and on the St. 

Patrick St. Bridge eastbound. 

 

Blockage of cycling lanes and sidewalks by delivery vehicles is unsafe and MPCA agrees that 

management of curb space is important. Off-street loading (Policy 10-2) and the use of smaller, 

more sustainable delivery vehicles (Policy 10-3) should be encouraged as part of a curbside 

management strategy (Policy 10-5).  

 

Curbside parking should be discouraged through pricing measures and control of available 

spaces to encourage more sustainable modes of transportation and to free up curb space for 

more beneficial uses, such as wider sidewalks, separate cycling lanes, benches and patios. 

Creation of additional secure bicycle parking would support the same goal. (Policy 10-6). 

 
29 See https://beyondtheautomobile.com/2020/08/11/signals-for-change/ 
30 TMP p. 101 
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• Theme 11 Advance Transportation Demand Management  

 

MPCA agrees that Transportation Demand Management (TDM) can encourage sustainable 

travel choices31 and at lower cost than other measures.  

 

We support encouraging active transportation for school trips (Policy 11-2). The overuse of 

school buses exacerbates traffic congestion in the morning commute and runs counter to the 

Official Plan encouragement of 15-minute neighbourhoods. More importantly, children are 

sitting on school or OC Transpo buses up to 45 minutes per day when they should be getting 

exercise or studying.   

 

Delivery and pick-up of students via private vehicle at Manor Park Public School results in safety 

concerns for those students and parents that are using active transportation and for students 

using school buses. We strongly support encouraging school staff to use sustainable means of 

transportation to reduce parking demand.32 The Ottawa-Carleton District Schoolboard (OCDSB) 

has proposed paving over 30% of the playing fields adjacent to Manor Park Public School 

(MPPS)33 to accommodate additional parking for staff. This proposal is completely unacceptable. 

 

MPCA supports the encouragement of sustainable travel options for all employees, and agrees 

that the City should lead by example (Policy 11-3). Improved multi-modal planning tools (Policy 

11-4) will also encourage the use of more sustainable travel options. 

 

Next Steps 

 

In the development of the Capital Infrastructure Plan (Part 2 of the TMP), MPCA encourages the City to: 

1. Allocate resources consistent with the Part 1 policies (especially those addressing GHG 

reduction and sustainable transportation modes). 

2. Take into account the data gathered in the 2022 Origin-Destination Survey and other data, 

such as from automated counters and cell phone data. However, the TMP must address 

where we want to be; not necessarily where we are in 2022. 

3. Re-evaluate projects identified, but not yet implemented, in the 2013 TMP for consistency 

with the policies of this TMP. 

 

Active Transportation Projects 

  

We do appreciate the inclusion in the ATP list of the following candidate projects that have long been 

advocated by the MPCA: 

• Sidewalks to close gaps on London Terrace and Mart Circle 

• Sidewalks on portions of Braemar St.  and Thornwood Rd. to improve safety near MPPS 

 
31 TMP p. 107 
32 TMP pp. 108-109 
33 This land is owned by the OCDSB and leased to the City for recreational use. 
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• Parking protected cycling lanes on Beechwood Ave. 

• MUP connection between Blasdell Ave. and Aviation Parkway (in conjunction with the NCC) 

• Feasibility study of MUP underpass at Montreal Rd. and North River Rd. 

• Feasibility study of cycling lanes on St. Laurent Blvd. between Donald St. and Montreal Rd. 

 

Some of these projects are within Manor Park and others are in neighbouring communities affecting 

Manor Park residents. Completion of all of the projects on the above list would result in considerable 

safety improvements and encourage the use of active transportation rather than private vehicles. 

 

The engagement tool for ATP candidate projects is easy to use, but we are concerned about how the 

response data will be used. The survey is not scientific and the respondents are not necessarily 

representative of the City at large. There seems to be noting to prevent one person or a group from 

‘stacking’ the results through multiple responses. MPCA understands that the need for active 

transportation improvements exceeds available resources and that every neighbourhood has worthy 

candidates. Each project needs to be judged on its merits and not on the number of ‘votes’ received via 

the survey.  

 

We note that not all the projects for which we have advocated are on the ATP list, and urge the inclusion 

of: 

• A crosswalk on Hemlock. Rd. at Thornwood Rd.to provide safe access to the OC Transpo Route 

17 bus stop  

• A crosswalk between Alvin Park and London Terrace Park to improve child safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex – List of Acronyms 

 

ATP    City of Ottawa Active Transportation Projects 

BRT    Bus Rapid Transit 

CMHC    Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 

DND    Department of National Defence 

GHG    Greenhouse Gas  

KERWN    King Edward/Rideau/Waller/Nicholas 

LRT    Light Rail Transit 

MPCA    Manor Park Community Association 

MPPS    Manor Park Public School 

NCC    National Capital Commission 

NRC    National Research Council 

OCDSB    Ottawa-Carlton District Schoolboard 

OP    City of Ottawa 2021 Official Plan 

RCMP    Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

STO    Société de transport de l’Outaouais 
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TDM    Transportation Demand Management 

TIA     Transportation Impact Assessment 

TMP    2021 Transportation Master Plan, Part 1 Policies 

TSM    Transportation System Management  

 

 


